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Department of Education. Those experiences 
will enable NCCU to become more connected 
to the Durham community, the state, and our 
global economy. Her vision of leveraging re-
sources, preparing students for an ever- 
changing world, and guiding NCCU to the 
forefront of affordable and quality academics 
will position the University to excel for years to 
come. 

Dr. Saunders-White understands that quality 
higher education has never been as important 
to succeeding in a global economy as it is for 
today and tomorrow’s young minds. I con-
gratulate Dr. Saunders on her installation. 
NCCU is blessed to have such an experi-
enced, innovative, and inspirational leader as 
its 11th Chancellor. 

f 

LOU DURANTE 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life and service of Lou 
Durante. Lou was a beloved member of the 
Bronx community and passed away this year 
at 85 years of age. 

Lou was born in East Harlem and lived most 
of his life in Pelham Bay. He was immensely 
proud of his country and served with distinc-
tion and valor during World War II, when he 
was stationed in Europe. After finishing his 
service, Lou returned to the United States and 
began his career as an electrician. He also 
joined the Lawrence Keane Memorial Post 
1458, where he was a member for 65 distin-
guished years, recently serving as Com-
mander. 

I will never forget the passion that Lou dis-
played for his fellow veterans, past and 
present, including his efforts to recognize de-
ceased veterans on a monument in Keane 
Square Park. While visiting the monument dur-
ing one of the annual ceremonies that Lou put 
together, I could see firsthand how lucky the 
Lawrence Keane Memorial Post and the Bronx 
were to have someone like Lou, who did so 
much for his community. 

Lou’s efforts went far beyond the monument 
at Keane Square Park. He also made sure 
current Bronx veterans and residents had a 
second home at the Lawrence Keane Memo-
rial Post. Year after year, Lou worked with 
local leaders and elected officials to ensure 
the post had the funding necessary to remain 
a place where both veterans and community 
members could come together. 

Mr. Speaker, Lou’s commitment to both 
community and country was, and will continue 
to be, an inspiration to all of us. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of Commander Lou Durante. May he rest 
in peace. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 95TH BIRTHDAY 
OF MR. FRED A. CURLS 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in recognition of the 95th birthday of Mr. 

Fred Curls, a pioneer for civil and political 
rights and a resident of the Fifth District of 
Missouri, which I am honored to represent. On 
March 31, 2014, Mr. Curls turned 95 years 
young. Last weekend on March 29th, he was 
honored in Kansas City, Missouri, by family, 
friends, and acquaintances. 

Mr. Curls is one of the original founders of 
Freedom Incorporated, an African-American 
political organization which at one time could 
generate nearly 70,000 votes. Freedom Inc. 
was and has been a very influential political 
action group. The organization has been at 
the forefront in serving as a catalyst for 
change in civil rights, public accommodations, 
and the election of candidates at all levels of 
government. Freedom Inc.’s office has been 
visited by City Councilpersons, Jackson Coun-
ty Executives, Mayors, Missouri State Sen-
ators and Representatives, Governors, 
Congresspersons, Senators, Presidents, and 
those who have Presidential aspirations. 

For more than fifty years, Mr. Curls has 
dedicated his life to the Greater Kansas City 
community, promoting and improving political 
empowerment and the civil rights of people of 
color. His children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren have followed in his footsteps in 
acknowledging their responsibility of giving 
back to the community. His son, State Senator 
Phil B. Curls, Sr. was the President of Free-
dom Inc. during a period when it was recog-
nized as one of the most potent political orga-
nizations in the United States and brought 
about the election of the first African-American 
Congressman from the Fifth District of Mis-
souri, U.S. Representative Alan Wheat. 

Since the mid-1950s, Mr. Curls has been in-
volved in real estate sales and appraisals, 
most notably in the African-American commu-
nity of Kansas City. He fought against ‘‘restric-
tive covenants’’ whereby residential homes 
could not be sold in certain areas to minori-
ties. He was part of a class action lawsuit 
which resulted in the United States Supreme 
Court outlawing such covenants. 

In all of his activities, Mr. Curls dem-
onstrates his dedication and commitment to 
the greater good of others. He is actively in-
volved with his high school graduating class, 
the Class of 1937, which has been very close 
to this day. He was honored by Jackson 
County, Missouri, as one of its ‘‘Legacy 
Awardees’’ for its 175th anniversary as a polit-
ical subdivision. He also has been honored by 
fellow Missourian U.S. Representative William 
Lacy Clay of St. Louis and myself as an 
awardee of the ‘‘Missouri Walk of Fame’’ des-
ignation, as one of the pioneers of Kansas 
City’s African-American political struggle. 

Throughout his life, he has believed in the 
saying ‘‘make it happen.’’ He has put his prin-
ciples into practice, and the results of his ef-
forts have ‘‘made it happen’’ throughout the 
Kansas City metropolitan area. 

For those reasons and more, it is indeed an 
honor and a privilege to recognize Mr. Fred 
Curls on his 95th birthday celebration. Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in expressing our ap-
preciation to Mr. Fred Curls and his endless 
commitment to serving the residents of Kan-
sas City and the State of Missouri. Whatever 
we, as African-Americans, may attain in the 
political arena, Fred Curls and those who la-
bored to act on our behalf as political pioneers 
have helped to change the course of history. 
He is a true role model not just to the African- 
American community in Missouri, but to the 
entire community at large. 

IN DEFENSE OF AMERICA’S COAL 
MINERS ON THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UBB DISASTER 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
today, on the eve of the 4th Anniversary of the 
tragic explosion at the Upper Big Branch Mine 
in Raleigh County, West Virginia—a disaster 
that took the lives of 29 miners. I take this op-
portunity to remind my colleagues and all 
Americans of that terrible day, of the good 
men we lost far too young, of those injured, of 
the families that still mourn and the commu-
nities that were forever altered. 

I come here, also, to remind my colleagues 
that the Upper Big Branch miners are still 
owed our full energies and every effort to en-
sure that such a tragedy will never occur 
again. 

And I take this time to caution my col-
leagues—and the public—not to be duped by 
the self-serving sack of utter baloney being 
circulated on the internet. The so-called docu-
mentary ‘‘Never Again’’ is nothing more than a 
piece of carefully crafted fiction—a transparent 
attempt to white wash history and revise re-
ality. 

Four separate studies found that Massey 
Energy, with Don Blankenship at the helm, 
created a callous corporate culture in which 
production was valued over safety, in which 
profit was valued over people. The families of 
the victims of UBB are rightly livid over the re-
lease of this fantasy film, and I stand with 
them, sharing their complete disdain. 

Failing to legislate to close safety loopholes 
exploited by Massey is akin to condoning that 
corrupt culture and its fatal results. And Mr. 
Blankenship is not alone in his dangerous, 
fantasy view of mine safety. There are deep- 
pocketed individuals who have funded studies 
which actually suggest that mine safety rules 
are un-needed. Nothing could be further from 
the truth and it is immoral that the Congress 
has not acted to protect coal miners further. 

So many of my colleagues in this body are 
defenders against what we sagely see as a 
war on coal. It is common these days for us 
to come to this floor, red-faced with anger to 
shout about the unfair treatment of coal by an 
overzealous and ideological EPA. We are dis-
gusted and rightly so. 

But I believe that to be a champion for coal, 
one has to be a champion for the coal miner. 

Defense of the coal miner cannot stop at 
the mouth of the mine. It must follow him into 
the mine, ensuring that working conditions are 
as safe and healthy as we possibly can make 
them. 

Defense of the coal miner must follow after 
a miner leaves the mine, so that the promises 
of retirement and health benefits made to min-
ers and their families are honored. And so that 
the opportunities every American is entitled to 
are made available to every coal miner as 
well. 

This Congress, however, has yet to take up 
a package of reforms I worked on with the late 
great Senator Robert C. Byrd—reforms that 
we know are necessary to save lives in the 
wake of the UBB tragedy. It has, frustratingly, 
yet to act on legislation to protect the health 
and retirement security of miners. 
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What this Congress has done, and it has 

done it over and over again, is tried to repeal 
the law containing the reforms I fought for 
over many years to better enable our miners 
stricken with black lung—and their spouses 
and widows—to get the benefits they are 
owed. 

I believe that the fight for the coal miner 
should not end when a miner retires. That has 
been the long-time policy of our government— 
during both Republican and Democratic Ad-
ministrations going all the way back to Harry 
Truman and Franklin Roosevelt. But this Con-
gress seems utterly indifferent and ignorant of 
that commitment. 

This Congress is bent on cutting budgets for 
the agenices that help to provide medical care 
and monthly benefit payments to miners strick-
en with black lung. It seems content to allow 
black lung victims to languish for years in a 
legal limbo, waiting for review of their claims. 

This Congress is bent on cutting funds for 
the health and safety protections that ensure 
miners return home after every shift. 

This Congress, which boasts about its com-
mitment to the future of coal, is bent on cutting 
funds for the research and development of 
new technologies critical to ensuring coal’s 
place in our Nation’s long-term energy port-
folio. 

This Congress, in the worst and most cal-
lous way, has been utterly indifferent to the 
plight of retired miners whose health and re-
tirement benefits are stripped away in bank-
ruptcy proceedings. 

The closure of the mine research facility in 
Pennsylvania, the rewrite of grant guidelines 
for black lung clinics, the denial of sufficient 
funding for long-time organizations providing 
essential mine rescue team training required 
by Federal and State laws—these are all prior-
ities that have fallen by the wayside in the bu-
reaucracy of this Administration and, appar-
ently, in this uncaring and indifferent Con-
gress. 

I have always felt that fighting for our miners 
meant fighting for a decent wage, fighting to 
ensure that they could retire with dignity, fight-
ing to ensure that they had access to medical 
care, and that their children had access to the 
opportunities afforded by a college education. 

But the leadership in this House is blocking 
an increase in the minimum wage. It is pro-
moting cuts to Medicare and is prepared to 
put Social Security on the chopping block. It is 
axing worker training and college grants. It is 
refusing to close the loopholes that allow un-
scrupulous operators to walk away from the 
health and retirement benefits promised to 
their workers. 

Where is all the anger when it comes to the 
coal miner now? Where is all the rage? 

There is much more to defending coal coun-
try than fighting against the EPA. 

I say to all my colleagues who regularly 
come to this floor and raise the roof in de-
fense of coal, we must recommit ourselves not 
just fighting the anti-coal zealots of this Admin-
istration, but also to the intense and long-term 
battle for the well-being of America’s coal min-
ers. 

We should start by moving meaningful mine 
health and safety legislation that honors the 
memories of the 29 miners who perished in 
the Upper Big Branch Mine on April 5th, 2010. 
Our obligation to them is long overdue. 

RESTORATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to join with the Ranking Member of 
the Ways and Means Committee and my col-
leagues to call for the immediate passage of 
legislation in the House concur with the Sen-
ate in the restoration of unemployment bene-
fits to the more than 2.2 million Americans 
who have been cut off extended unemploy-
ment insurance because Republicans continue 
to block extension of the program. 

It is inconceivable that as a government and 
as a nation, we would leave all of these peo-
ple hanging, many of them since December of 
28 of last year 2013. Nationally, nearly 72,000 
people are losing unemployment insurance on 
average every week, adding to the 202 million 
people who have already lost their benefits. 

The Department of Labor estimated that the 
bipartisan Senate agreement to extend the 
emergency unemployment insurance program 
would benefit nearly 2.8 million people. 

Illinois, my state of Illinois is estimated to 
have lost 296,763,435 just under 300 million 
dollars in unemployment dollars in unemploy-
ment benefits during the first three months of 
2014 due to the Republican shutdown of the 
Federal benefits program. 153,400 Illinoisans 
would benefit from extending emergency un-
employment benefits. And let’s do it now. 

f 

SECOND ANNUAL TURQUOISE ART 
AND LANGUAGE CONTEST 

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I submit 
the following: 

Whereas, The Chicagoland area is proud to 
host the Second Annual Turquoise Art and 
Language Contest, organized by the Turkish 
American Society, to be held at the Rosemont 
Theater in Rosemont, Illinois on April 12, 
2014; and 

Whereas, The Turquoise Art and Language 
Contest is held annually to promote intercul-
tural understanding, friendship, and dialogue; 
and 

Whereas, The contestants will demonstrate 
diverse talents such as folk dancing, singing 
and poetry recitation, in a multitude of lan-
guages including English, Spanish, and Turk-
ish; and 

Whereas, The Turkish American Society 
began operating in 2005 in the city of Mount 
Prospect, Illinois to facilitate and encourage 
cross-cultural experiences and interfaith co-
operation; and 

Whereas, The Turkish American Society is 
involved in generous philanthropic ventures 
and projects benefiting the people of the State 
of Illinois while addressing the social and cul-
tural needs of the Turkish-American commu-
nity living in the Chicago area; creating a wel-
coming environment for new immigrants ad-
justing to life in the United States; providing 
communities with educational services; intro-

ducing Turkish culture to the Chicago area; 
uniting the Turkish-American community; and 
establishing dialogue between diverse commu-
nities with the goal of leading to global peace; 
and 

Whereas, The Turkish American Society’s 
efforts to forge a stronger bond amongst all Il-
linoisans and spread the wonders of Turkish 
culture are worthy of the greatest respect; now 
therefore be it resolved by the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America, 
that best wishes are extended to the partici-
pants of the Turkish American Society’s Sec-
ond Annual Turquoise Art and Language Con-
test, and the Turkish American Society is hon-
ored and commended for its wonderful work. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2014 HEF-
LIN TAEKWONDO TIGER PRIDE 
DEMO TEAM 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to pay 
special tribute to a group of young people in 
my Congressional district from Heflin, Ala-
bama. These boys and girls, the Heflin 
Taekwondo Tiger Pride Demo Team, recently 
traveled to Jackson, Mississippi to compete in 
a National Taekwondo competition. They were 
awarded with the 2014 Taekwondo United 
Demo Team National Championship, the high-
est honor. 

The Tiger Pride team consists of 14 kids 
that range in age from 8 to 15. These students 
have shown tremendous dedication as they 
have practiced over the past 10 months to 
perfect a six-minute routine they performed at 
the competition. The Tiger Pride team com-
peted against four other teams from California, 
Texas, Louisiana and North Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating this team for their extraordinary efforts 
that led to their National Championship title. 

f 

HAJJI SALEEM AAKHIR 
MUHAMMAD 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the very distinguished Hajji Saleem 
Aakhir Muhammad for his service in our 
armed forces. 

Mr. Muhammad of Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
departed this life on January 6, 2012, at the 
age of 83. He served in the United States 
Army Air Force and was a decorated World 
War II veteran. Mr. Muhammad was also an 
original member of the 332nd Fighters Group 
Squadron, an all Black unit known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen, for which he received Con-
gress’ highest and most distinguished civilian 
award, the Congressional Gold Medal of 
Honor. Following his service, Mr. Muhammad 
was a small business owner and entrepreneur 
in New Jersey. 

Last week the City of Elizabeth saluted a 
legend and honored the life of Mr. Muhammad 
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